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In New York every conceivable labour saving device is
adopted. While in London hundreds of policemen are employ-
ed to control and direct traffic, New York manages its enor-
mous street-traffic without a single policeman. The whole
works automatically by means of mechanical signposts. Every
two minutes ears running north-south are allowed to pass the
cross roads, and the next two minutes those running east-west.
Take for instance a car going north-south. After it has left the
crossing, the east-west traffic begins and goes on for two minutes.
During this period the north-south car manages to reach the next
crossing just in time to be allowed to continue on its way, for after
those two minutes it is the turn of the north-south traffic to pass.
The distance between these crossings is such that it takes two
minutes of driving at the regulation speed to go from one cross-
ing to another, and as there is no point in driving faster arid
reaching the crossing earlier, for it will only entail waiting
there till the two minutes elapse, the ears keep to the required
speed without any poliee control. "What is more, they run al-
most continuously at a uniform speed without having to stop.
Thus there is a saving of labour, petrol and time. In London,
on the other hand, in spite $f all its well trained police, end-
less delay is caused by traffic congestion during rush hours, and
one feels at times that one can get quicker to one's destination
by getting out of one's conveyance and walking.
SUBWAYS AND OVERHEAD TRAINS
The quickest mode of getting about whether in New York
or in London is of course the subway, where the problem of
traffic congestion and consequent delay does not arise. In
^London the underground trains run deep down in the bowels
of the earth owing perhaps to the fact that the nature of the
top soil ia London is clayey. Laying the lines so much below
the surface and even under the foundations of buildings, must
have cost a great deal. New York, on the other hand, is built
on roek and therefore it has ehosen wisely to run the trains
directly under its main roads. The American subway is there-
fore not so marvellous in construction as the English under-
not perhaps anything as expensive. Nevertheless it
*he purpose yast as well One is thrilled whea one sees
on a notice 'sttlek in the compartment that four million people
use the subway every day.